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around town L o c a l  n e w s  y o u  c a n  u s e .

IN BrIef
The Saugus Youth and recreation 
Department is offering an afterschool 
program for elementary school children.  
Kids in grades one through five will be 
able to do their homework as well as 
various activities such as arts and crafts, 
video games and playing outside. 
 The program takes place Monday 
through Thursday from 2:45 p.m. to 5:45 
p.m. on school days until June 12. The 
cost is $10 per day and people are asked 
to commit to at least one day per week. 
Visit saugusyouthandrec.org for more 
information.

former Saugus resident Leona O’Neil 
recently celebrated her 98th birthday.  
She was born in Minnesota in 1915 and 
grew up on a farm in Pine City with her 
family. During World War II, she joined 
the Women’s Army Corps and was 
stationed in New Brunswick, N.J.  While 
in the service, she met and married 
Louis O’Neil of Revere. After the war, the 
couple settled in Saugus in 1946. O’Neil 

remained in the town until 2010. She 
now lives at the Jeanne Jugan Residence 
in Somerville.

Curbside leaf collection will take place 
during the weeks of Oct. 21, Nov. 18 and 
Dec. 2. Town officials say the leaves need 
to be on the curb for collection by 7 a.m. 
on regular garbage pick-up days. The leaf 
containers must be separated from the 
trash and recycling. Paper leaf bags are 
preferred. Barrels containing the leaves 
should be clearly marked, and plastic 
bags and cardboard boxes will not be 
accepted. —Jonathan Friedman and 
Margaret Lankow

Paint for Peace is Shelscapes cre-
ative art studio’s mural project that 
requires participants to paint some-

thing that symbolizes a sense of inner 
peace. The paintings will be worked into 
a collage to be placed within the silhou-
ette of a dove carrying an olive branch. 
The completed image will get resized, 
sent to a graphic designer, and printed 
into banners and billboards for display in 
places throughout the community.

This will be a positive outreach for 
the community, especially children, 
teens and young adults. Shelscapes’ 
vision is to share this within the class-
rooms in Saugus and other communities 
wishing to get involved. The first banner 
should be finished by Christmas.

Paint for Peace is not a hippie move-
ment promoting peace by protesting 
violence. It is backed by no political 
point of view. Its message is simple yet 

profound, rooted in truth, cultivated by 
hope, and brought forth by the people.

Paint for Peace is a visual symbol of 
an expression of hope. If you are from 
Saugus as I am, you might be able to 
name someone who has died of a drug 
overdose or someone struggling with life 
and all its hardships, while seeking out 
temporary releases that work to confuse 
the senses, numb the conscience and 
paralyze the will. Perhaps it is you look-
ing for an answer to all the suffering. Or 
maybe life is good, and you are on that 
proverbial mountaintop. Whatever your 
circumstance, you are not alone.

Is painting the answer to life’s hard-
ships and the remedy for the faint of 
heart, the insecure and the burdened? 
I’m not sure, but I know its process can 
help amid life’s uncertainties. 

Michelle Lewis is the director of 
Shelscapes. For more information on 
Shelscapes and Paint for Peace, visit 
shelscapes.com and find the page on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
Pinterest.

Mural Project for Peace
Led by Shelscapes creative art studio, this program is intended 
to create a visual symbol of an expression of hope.

by Michelle Lewis 
Community contributor
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Paint for Peace is a community mural project led by Shelscapes creative art studio in which 
participants paint something that symbolizes a sense of inner peace. 
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